Oregon

Escapes

Oregon’s resort properties grow
and change, to our benefit
written by Sheila G. Miller

Tu Tu’ Tun sits on the Rogue
River away from the world.
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Old
Favorites

I

Black Butte Ranch is a
Central Oregon paradise.

n the beginning, there was Sunriver. And it was good.
It was very good.

Sunriver Resort, which was built as a World War II
training post called Camp Abbot, became Oregon’s first
big resort back in the 1960s. It wasn’t alone, though it was
certainly the best known of the group. Early resorts in
Oregon include Black Butte Ranch outside Sisters, Salishan Resort
on the Oregon Coast, Tu Tu’ Tun tucked away on the Rogue River in
Southern Oregon, and Resort at the Mountain in Welches (now
known as Mt. Hood Oregon Resort).

These resorts were so good and so
successful, in fact, that they have paved
the way over the years for dozens more
destination resorts to crop up around
the state.
They’re everywhere—stretched along
swathes of high desert, wedged in among
sand dunes, surrounded by golf courses

and tucked against mountains. They
offer all kinds of amenities, and they keep
changing. It’s hard to identify the best—
that’s like asking which of your children
is your favorite. So we didn’t try. Instead,
we’re sharing with you some old favorites,
some newbies and some unexpected
amenities you’ll find around the state.

Sometimes glory fades. Sometimes
it’s reborn again and again. At
Salishan, one of Oregon’s first and
most reliable resorts, that rebirth is
taking place as we speak. It’s hard
work keeping a coastal resort looking
good—the wind and the rain of the
Oregon Coast can weather even the
newest buildings. Salishan went into
bankruptcy and receivership in 2015
and was bought by a
Quick Hit group that has invested
millions of dollars
Salishan
into a renovation and
Gleneden
Beach
reimagination of the
$159+
resort. It still has the
Tu Tu’ Tun
tennis courts and the
Gold Beach
$165+
Peter Jacobson-designed
Black Butte
golf course, but today
Ranch
Salishan is encouraging
Sisters
$350+ for
eco-tourism such as
condo
kayaking and stand-up
Chateau at
paddleboarding. The
the Oregon
resort is also focusing
Caves
Cave Junction on wellness, with yoga
Temporarily
and a full-service spa.
closed
Tu Tu’ Tun is one of
those low-slung, glorious spots that
doesn’t interfere with the beauty of
its site. The lodge on the Rogue River
near Gold Beach opened in 1970, and
it’s been quietly delighting visitors
ever since with its off-the-grid, getback-to-nature vibe. There are spa
services, of course, but there are also
opportunities to ride jet boats, go fly
fishing or rent sea kayaks. Better yet,
the resort has a link on its website
under activities that suggests you
“do nothing,” then provides a pile
of photos of people sitting on the
property sipping wine and looking at
the views. Either way, this is the kind
of place that will call you back, again
and again.
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Sometimes glory
fades. Sometimes
it’s reborn again
and again. At
Salishan, one
of Oregon’s first
and most reliable
resorts, that
rebirth is taking
place as we speak.

TOP Salishan is undergoing a rebirth at the
coast. BOTTOM, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT
Headlands Coastal Lodge & Spa’s rooms all have
ocean views. Meridian is Headlands’ on-site
restaurant. Black Butte has views for all seasons.
At Silvies Valley Ranch, you can hire a goat caddie.
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Silvies Valley Ranch

Black Butte Ranch is a timeless
location perfect at any time of year. If
you need a winter pick-me-up, Black
Butte will probably have snow. If you
need some sunshine, it’s likely to
deliver year round. It’s traditional—
two golf courses, tons of lodging
options, a spa and good dining—but
there is always a place in our hearts
for a resort where, in the span of
several days, you can go skiing, ride
bikes, ride horses, sit in a hot tub and
go hiking.
Finally, a quick mention about
The Chateau at the Oregon Caves—
this longtime favorite closed in
October 2018 for renovations and
is scheduled to stay that way for up
to two years. But when it reopens,
you should put it on your list. The
chateau was built in 1934 as the
rustic hotel next to the Oregon
Caves National Monument, and
its lobby has a double fireplace and
gigantic exposed wood beams. It’s
truly extraordinary, and even with
a facelift there’s no doubt it will
continue to exude that Southern
Oregon rustic charm.
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The Allison Inn & Spa
has on-site gardens.

The Allison Inn & Spa

Salishan Resort

I Do (Love This Venue)
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The
Newbies

Opened in mid-2018, Headlands
Coastal Lodge & Spa in Pacific City
is about as good as it gets. Every
room has an ocean
Quick Hit view, and that includes
a view of Haystack
Headlands
Rock (not THAT one,
Coastal
Lodge & Spa
guys—there are actually
Pacific City
six Haystack Rocks in
$310+
Silvies Valley Oregon and three on
Ranch
the coast, and the one
Seneca
we’re talking about here
$350
is less famous for The
Goonies and more famous for being
impossible to see when there’s fog,
which is often).
The lodge is steps from Pelican
Brewing’s brewpub, but Headlands

has enough amenities that you may
never even make it out the door. The
spa offers all the usual treatments,
and Meridian’s menu is filled with
fine dining dishes and great wine
and cocktails. Many of the rooms
have deep, clawfoot bathtubs, and
all have cozy Pendleton blankets and
gas fireplaces. Swing by the honorsystem pantry and pick up Oregonmade snacks, then curl up and watch
the waves.
Silvies Valley Ranch has been
operating as a cattle ranch (and a
bunch of other weird schemes over
the years) since the 1880s. But last
year, the ranch added a thirty-four
room eco-resort called The Retreat,
Links & Spa at Silvies Valley Ranch.
King beds, private log cabins, and
a recently added full-service spa all
combine to make this spot luxury
with a Western twist. You can hit the
golf course, go on an authentic cattle
drive, try your hand at the shooting
range, or get out and explore the
thousands of acres around you. If
you go golfing, please indulge in one
of the resort’s goat caddies, which
are exactly what they sound like.

Oregon’s resorts can be great for a
getaway, and many are also perfect
for your big event, weddings
included. We came up with a list
of resorts that will wow you with
event options.

The Oregon Garden Resort | Silverton
There are 80 acres and twenty
specialty gardens on this site,
which means if you can dream
it, the resort can likely achieve it.
This spot also specializes in indoor
winter weddings.
www.oregongardenresort.com

The Allison Inn & Spa | Newberg
You’ve got 35 acres of hillside
smack dab in the middle of
Oregon’s wine country to work
with—and the resort also features
on-site gardens, local wines and
incredible food.
www.theallison.com

Pronghorn Resort | Bend
Out in the high desert, you can get
married on an island that seats up
to 300 guests. That’s just the start
of the options for events at this
full-service resort.
www.pronghornresort.com

Brasada Ranch | Bend
This one nabs the “best wedding
venue in Oregon” accolades all the
time, and for good reason—there
are five venues available for a
big day. If you seek the perfect
Instagram-worthy barn as a
backdrop, you’re going to want to
check out Brasada.
www.brasada.com

Casino(s) Royale

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT Minam River
Lodge is deep in the Eagle Cap Wilderness.
Tetherow’s golf course can be traversed by
GolfBoard. WildSpring Guest Habitat has a
seven-circuit labyrinth.

The state of Oregon has nine casinos, all of them tribal-owned
and operated. After federal law changed in 1988 to allow gaming
on tribal lands, the Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Indians were
the first to test the industry. What started as the Cow Creek
Bingo Hall in 1992 morphed into Seven Feathers Casino Resort—
and paved the way for the casinos that now dot the state.
Each does something well. Herewith, a rundown of what to
try at each of Oregon’s tribal casinos.

The Mill Casino
North Bend

Kla-Mo-Ya Casino
Chiloquin

This place, operated by the
Coquille Indian Tribe, is a
hotspot for the southern
coast. The newest addition
to the facility is Warehouse
101, a big sports bar with lots
of large TVs and plenty of
craft beer.

This is the littlest casino of
the bunch, and it opened in
1997. It’s a welcome respite
from the long drive up or
down Highway 97, because it
just added a travel center and
a Sleep Inn hotel.

Three Rivers Casino Resort
Florence & Coos Bay
This casino has two locations,
one that is primarily a casino
and the other, in Florence,
with a golf course and a
hotel. That means double the
chances to win.
www.threeriverscasino.com

Seven Feathers Resort Casino
Canyonville
The grand dame of the
Oregon tribal casinos has
something others can’t
boast—River Rock Spa, a
full-service salon and spa
offering massages, facials
and a variety of other
services as well as packages.
www.sevenfeathers.com

Indian Head Casino
Warm Springs
With the recent closure
of Kah-Nee-Ta, the Warm
Springs Indian Reservation’s
longtime resort, Indian Head
is now the reservation’s main
draw. The benefit of Indian
Head is that it’s right on
U.S. Highway 26, while KahNee-Ta was 14 miles from
the highway along winding
roads. It has lots of gaming
and opened in 2012, so it still
feels new. It also just opened
a travel center.
www.indianheadcasino.com

www.klamoyacasino.com

Chinook Winds Casino Resort
Lincoln City
This is the most kid-friendly
of the tribal casinos, with
a Play Palace and a huge
arcade. It also offers the
most non-gaming options,
with a golf course just steps
from the casino and a fitness
center.
www.chinookwindscasino.com

Spirit Mountain Casino
Grand Ronde
Spirit Mountain has made a
name for itself by bringing
the best entertainment acts
of any of the casinos. You’ll
find well-known musicians,
comedians and other
entertainers all the time at
this casino.
www.spiritmountain.com

Wildhorse Resort & Casino
Pendleton
The ten-story Tower Hotel
has spacious, fancy-feeling
rooms and great views. There
is a very good golf course
with reasonable greens fees
on the campus, with a new
clubhouse coming in 2019.
Bonus—Wildhorse rounds
it out with a five-screen
cineplex.
www.wildhorseresort.com

Evan Schneider

www.themillcasino.com

3

Jonathan Kingston

Unexpected
Amenities

WildSpring Guest
Habitat in Port Orford is
an eco-friendly retreat
that just about oozes
romantic getaway
charm. The Southern
Oregon Coast serves as a
backdrop to an outdoor
hot tub under the stars,
and all the peace that
comes from a spot with
no cell service.

Oregon is full of surprises. By extension,
Oregon’s resorts are full of surprises,
like the goat caddies already mentioned.
Here are a few of our favorites.
By now, you’ve heard of Minam
River Lodge in the Eagle Cap
Wilderness. This secluded spot in
Eastern Oregon isn’t easy to access,
but that’s the point. Once you get here,
by air, foot or horseback,
Quick Hit you will have the types of
options that make sense in
Minam River
a spot so far off the grid—
Lodge
Eagle Cap
horseback rides, endless
Wilderness
hikes and whitewater
$208+
rafting. But one of the
Tetherow
Resort
most unexpected parts
Bend
of this spot is its meals,
$169+
intimate, family-style
WildSpring
Guest
and filled with fresh,
Habitat
local ingredients. The
Port Orford
meals foster a sense of
$218+
community even when
you’re far from paved roads, and that
alone is worth the trip.
At Tetherow Resort in Bend, you
can combine golfing and surfing. For
an extra $20, you hit the links with
a GolfBoard. Stand upright on the
board, strap your golf bag on and
choose from two speeds to zoom
around the course. It’s a great way to
speed up play and it cuts down on
damage to the grass. Bonus—it’s just a
lot of fun.
WildSpring Guest Habitat in Port
Orford is an eco-friendly retreat that
just about oozes romantic getaway
charm. The Southern Oregon Coast
serves as a backdrop to an outdoor hot
tub under the stars, and all the peace
that comes from a spot with no cell
service. One way you’ll want to center
yourself here is in the seven-circuit
labyrinth tucked away in the woods.
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