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regon sometimes reminds me
of a shy stranger at a party who
doesn’t demand much atten-

tion. Once you get to know that person
well, however, they turn out to be more
interesting than you ever imagined.

My adopted state has a similar toned-
down atmosphere, until you start explor-
ing it in depth.

From Seattle’s Sea-Tac Airport, it’s an
easy three-hour drive south to the dra-
matic coastlines, orchard-covered hills,
fertile vineyards, spectacular mountains,
and sophisticated urban centers of north-
ern Oregon.

B&Bs Galore

In addition to natural wonders, some quite
unique B&Bs can be found in this quad-
rant of the state. One lies halfway between
Portland and the Pacific Coast, in Oregon’s
renowned Willamette Valley wine country,
where pinot noir and pinot gris rule.

In Carlton township, three grain stor-
age silos were converted into the Abbey
Road Farm Bed & Breakfast. Each silo
holds well-appointed upper and lower
floor suites with large Jacuzzis and views
of surrounding vineyards, gardens, goats,
and Fergus the sad-eyed llama.

Innkeepers John and Judi Stuart created
this sustainable family farm strategically
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Sea and Sky
Aspects of land, sea, and
air loom large here: Hay-
stack Rock standing tall
at sunset; aircraft at Ev-
ergreen Aviation & Space
Museum; Abbey Road
Farm B&B, with silos and
owner Judi Stuart.
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Savory Sights
Mt. Hood sunrise;
paddle steamboat
against city

background; Portland

Mayor’s Mansion,
with owner Richard

Kroll among antiques

including pottery;
Sakura Ridge B&B
breakfast of spinach
quiche.
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close to a major attraction—the Ever-
green Aviation & Space Museum, home
to the colossal Howard Hughes Spruce
Goose flying boat—in McMinnville.
Farm guests have the option to further
indulge in touring this wine-and-silo
scene via customized limousines, antique
carriages, or horseback.

Tasty Architecture

Even though Portland, aka Rose City, is
one of America’s fastest-growing centers
for techies and young urban professionals,
the most distinctive accommodation you're
likely to find is a century-old landmark.

If you've ever taken a historic mansion
tour and wondered what it would feel like
to wake up surrounded by museum-qual-
ity elegance, that wish comes true at the
former home of Portland’s former mayor

(1913-1917) and state senator H. Russell
Albee, in trendy Laurelhurst district.

Mayor Albee wasn’t the most popu-
lar of politicians—twice challenged in
recalls—but he did have excellent taste in
architecture.

Inside this masterpiece of colonial re-
vival, owner Richard Kroll has filled every
corner of the Portland Mayor’s Mansion
Bed and Breakfast with Asian heirlooms,
European antiques, and funky art. From
Laurelhurst, there are direct buses to
Portland’s Pearl District, Pioneer Square
as well as a paddlewheel steamer named
(surprise!) Portland.

Blissful Perspective
The Columbia River is one of two wa-

terways intersecting Portland, and the
one Lewis and Clark used in their 1804/5
expedition to reach the Pacific Ocean.
Heading east along the gorgeous Co-
lumbia River Gorge, snow-capped Mt.
Hood is visible for much of the route.
This mountain hosts the only year-round
skiing in North America.

Just above Mt. Hood, southwest of
Hood River, Sakura Ridge Lodge offers
astonishing rural bliss. Every fixture,
furnishing, and hardwood floor section is
of the highest quality. Many of the finest
pieces were brought from Japan.

Yet this is also a working farm of 82
acres (33 hectares), with thousands of
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fruit trees, organic gardens, and sheep.
Originally planted in apple trees by
Japanese immigrants in the 1880s, cherry
trees came a century later. Today, it’s
almost entirely planted in pears.

The Lodge’s veranda overlooks the gla-
cial peak of Mt. Hood, which transforms
every hour, beautifully morphing from
the soft pink reflections of dawn to an in-

credibly romantic golden glow at evening.

Needles and Two Haystacks

Sea cliffs and rock formations along the
entire Northwest Coast are mind-blow-
ing. Dramatically. Cannon Beach has the
two most photographed natural land-
marks on the Oregon Coast, named Hay-
stack Rock and Needles, which describes
well their shapes. These craggy forma-
tions are magnificent any time of day—
but breathtaking at sunset.

A newly developed coastal hot spot
farther south boasts an identically named
(and smaller, but similarly shaped)
Haystack Rock. Positioned so as not to
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miss a moment of nature’s glory, Head-
lands Coastal Lodge and Spa opened this
past February featuring incredible views
of Pacific City’s nearby Cape Kiwanda,
including its Haystack Rock.

The cedar-shingled, 33-room lodge,
with 18 adjacent cottages, also gives
access to amazing tide pools and dunes,
along with ocean-to-table seasonal
menus at Meridian restaurant, backed by
Chef Andrew Garrison’s forest foraging,
whole-beast butchery, and fresh-off-the-
boat seafood. Just steps down the beach is
a local craft brewery.

Snug in a Comfy Inn

For anyone wanting to experience the
latest trend toward downsized housing,
Sheltered Nook on Tillamook Bay offers
“tiny home” accommodations surround-
ed by chickens, ducks, and opportunities
for fishing, kayaking, birding, or surfing.

A bonus for families is another nearby
air museum, in Tillamook.

Summers in Oregon are six months
long, and the weather is reliably mild,
sunny, and dry.

Winter is reliably the opposite, but
even in the rainy season these northern
Oregon locations can be rewarding, with
snug comfort in cozy inns that present a
rich range of dine-and-stay experiences
that few other states can match.

Getting There

ANA serves Seattle with daily Wi-Fi flights from
Tokyo (Narita). Drive time from Sea-Tac Airport to
Portland is about 3 hours.

Green and Gold
Green comes through
Laurelhurst Market as-
paragus-bacon dish and
fresh veggies in Hood
River’s Farm Stand In
the Gorge, while gold
comes in with Pacific
City sunset view from
Headlands Coastal
Lodge & Spa.
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